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About Infinity
Infinity	Financial	Solutions	is	a	leading	provider	of	expat	
financial	services	across	Asia	with	offices	throughout	
the	region.	It	is	our	fundamental	belief	that	financial	
planning	makes	life	better	and	we	are	dedicated	to	
providing	exceptional	service	to	both	our	individual	and	
corporate	clients.	

The	combination	of	carefully	tailored	financial	planning	
and	a	wide	range	of	options	lie	at	the	core	of	what	
makes	Infinity	different	from	other	financial	advisers.	
We	are	completely	independent,	so	the	advice	we	give	is	
impartial	and	unbiased.	

Infinity	can	help	with	any	of	the	following	areas	of	
financial	planning:

 * 	 Personal	savings

 * 	 Investments	plans

 * 	 Pensions	and	retirement	planning

 * 	 Property	investment

 * 	 Education	fee	planning

 * 	 International	banking

 * 	 Life	insurance

 * 	 Peace	of	mind	insurances

 * 	 Medical	insurance

 * 	 Trust	services

In	addition,	we	offer	a	number	of	financial	services	for	
businesses	via	our	for	Corporate	Solutions	division.

We	are	here	to	protect,	build	and	maximise	your	wealth	
for	the	future	security	of	you	and	your	family.	But	most	
of	all	we	want	to	help	you	achieve	your	hopes	and	
objectives,	whatever	they	may	be.	The	possibilities	are	
endless.	

If	you	need	any	assistance	on	your	arrival	in	Hong	Kong,	
please	get	in	touch.	

Call:	+852	2815	5828	
Email:	enquiries@infinitysolutions.com 	

About the Guide
We	were	all	new	expats	once	and	at	Infinity	we	know	
from	our	personal	experiences	and	those	of	our	clients	
how	difficult	it	can	be	to	settle	in	a	new	country.	We	
produced	this	guide	to	help	new	expats	find	their	feet	
and	assist	them	in	exploring	Hong	Kong.	We	hope	you	
find	it	useful.

Give us your feedback
We	will	be	updating	the	guide	on	an	annual	basis	so	
please	give	us	your	feedback	so	we	can	improve	it	for	the	
benefit	of	future	expats	coming	to	Hong	Kong.
We	have	set	up	a	short	survey	for	you	to	share	your	views	
with	ease.	You can access it here.
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Welcome to Hong Kong
Regardless	of	your	native	country,	a	posting	to	Hong	Kong	
is	one	of	the	most	prized	expatriate	placements.	The	
city	presents	a	unique	entwining	of	western	and	Asian	
culture,	a	global	financial	centre	and	the	world’s	gateway	
to	China;	it	is	truly	one	of	the	world’s	greatest	cities.	

For	the	new	expat,	arriving	in	Hong	Kong	for	the	first	time	
can	be	a	massive	culture	shock,	particularly	for	those	who	
are	not	familiar	with	Asia	in	general.	The	city	bustles	and	
hustles	24	hours	a	day	with	a	seemingly	inexhaustible	
supply	of	energy	and	entrepreneurial	endeavour.	It	has	
been	like	that	since	its	foundation	in	the	mid-19th	century	
and	it	is	unlikely	to	change	in	the	foreseeable	future.	

During	the	156	years	of	British	colonial	rule	that	ended	
in	1997,	Hong	Kong	grew	to	be	one	of	the	largest	
international	ports	in	Asia	and	the	world.	Even	after	
a	decade	of	restored	Chinese	sovereignty,	Hong	Kong	
retains	its	unique	character,	blending	urbanised	western	
and	traditional	eastern	cultures.

There	is	a	large	and	thriving	expat	community	that,	
confounding	the	expectations	of	some,	has	continued	
to	expand	long	after	the	former	British	colony	reverted	
to	Chinese	administration.	The	2011	Population	Census	

records that	there	are	almost	38,000	British,	17,000	
Americans,	16,000	Australians,	14,000	Japanese	among	
the	500,000	strong	foreign	population	in	Hong	Kong	
(the	bulk	of	the	non-Chinese	population	comes	from	
Indonesia	and	the	Philippines).	

A	2012 survey	rated	Hong	Kong	as	the	best	destination	
worldwide	for	an	expat	posting	measured	against	a	full	
range	of	categories	encompassing	economic,	experience	
and	the	raising	of	children.	Significantly,	expats	ranked	it	
highly	for	both	net	and	disposable	income,	the	quality	of	
healthcare	and	social	life.	Families	moving	to	Hong	Kong	
can	take	comfort	from	the	fact	that	expats	also	rated	
it	number	one	in	the	world	as	a	safe	environment	for	
children	and	the	quality	of	education.	

There	are	literally	hundreds	of	social	and	business	
organisations	specifically	designed	for	the	expat	
community	which	provide	a	rich	social	life.	These	groups	
cover	every	imaginable	aspect	of	life	so	there	really	is	
something	for	everyone.	

If	you	are	a	new	expat	to	Hong	Kong,	welcome	and	we	
hope	you	thrive	in	this	exciting	and	fascinating	city.	

4

http://www.statistics.gov.hk/pub/B11200552011XXXXB0100.pdf
http://www.expatexplorer.hsbc.com/%23/country/Hong-Kong/chart:table


A Potted History
Two	thousand	years	ago	the	region	around	what	we	
now	know	as	Hong	Kong	was	the	location	of	isolated	
fishing	communities.	Part	of	the	area,	in	the	modern-
day	New	Territories,	began	to	flourish	during	the	Tang	
Dynasty	(618-907AD)	as	a	trading	port	for	the	Guangdong	
region	with	local	economic	activity	concentrating	on	salt	
production	and	pearl	harvesting.	

The	area	saw	a	big	population	boom	in	the	latter	part	
of	the	13th	century	when	it	became	a	bolt	hole	for	the	
Southern	Song	Dynasty	escaping	the	Mongol	conquest	of	
Kublai	Khan.	The	court	relocated	first	to	Lantau	Island	and	
later	moved	to	the	area	which	now	makes	up	Kowloon.		It	
was	followed	by	other	refugees	who	settled	in	the	region.	

The	pivotal	moment	in	Hong	Kong	history	was	the	arrival	
of	the	British	in	the	1840s.	Already	the	world’s	preeminent	
power,	the	British	had	developed	an	insatiable	appetite	
for	Chinese	tea.	The	enormous	demand	for	tea	and	the	

Chinese	authorities’	refusal	to	take	any	payment	other	
than	bullion	resulted	in	British	traders	developing	a	
thriving	and	illicit	opium	trade.	Attempts	by	the	Chinese	
to	crack	down	on	the	smuggling	gave	rise	to	the	First	
Opium	War	and	the	occupation	of	Hong	Kong	Island	by	
British	forces.	The	island	was	much	prized	as	a	natural	
port	(the	name	Hong	Kong	actually	translates	as	Fragrant 
Harbour)	and	under	the	threat	of	force	was	formally	
ceded	to	the	British	under	the	Treaty	of	Nanking	in	1842.	

The	island	quickly	grew	into	a	thriving	trading	entrepôt	
and	British	domination	of	the	region	continued	with	
Kowloon	being	added	to	its	possessions	in	the	aftermath	
of	the	Second	Opium	War	in	1860.	Further	territory	was	
added	in	1898	with	the	integration	of	the	New	Territories	
and	Lantau	Island.		Those	borders	represent	the	current	
extent	of	Hong	Kong’s	boundaries	which	remain	
unchanged	even	after	the	reversal	to	Chinese	rule	as	a	
Special	Administrative	Region	(SAR).	

Print from the First Opium War

5



Hong	Kong	thrived	under	British	administration	and	
over	the	course	of	the	20th	century	established	itself	
indisputably	as	Asia’s	leading	trading	and	financial	
centre;	a	rise	that	was	only	briefly	reversed	during	the	
short	period	of	Japanese	rule	throughout	most	of	World	
War	II.	After	the	war,	Hong	Kong	experienced	rapid	
industrialisation	based	initially	on	textile	production.	The	
economic	development	of	the	colony	was	aided	by	the	
influx	of	refugees	from	communist	China	throughout	
the	1950s.	

The	economic	rise	of	Hong	Kong	was	mirrored	by	
corresponding	rises	in	living	standards,	healthcare	and	
education.	The	legal	system	also	developed	along	the	
principles	enshrined	in	English	Common	Law,	a	system	
that	endures	in	the	territory	in	contrast	to	the	civil	law	
systems	throughout	the	rest	of	China.	

In	the	1980s,	pressure	from	China	resulted	in	the	British	
government	coming	to	the	table	to	negotiate	the	
future	of	Hong	Kong.	Under	the	1984	Sino-British	Joint	
Declaration	it	was	declared	that	Hong	Kong	in	its	entirety	
would	revert	to	Chinese	administration	in	1997.	However,	
stipulations	within	the	agreement	provided	that	the	
territory	would	still	retain	a	high	degree	of	autonomy	

for	50	years.	The	transfer	of	sovereignty	took	place	on	1st	
July	1997	and	Hong	Kong	has	continued	to	thrive	and	
grow.	Today	Hong	Kong	retains	its	unique	character	that	
is	a	product	of	a	mixture	of	its	colonial	past	and	Chinese	
cultural	identity.	

Hong Kong in the 1930s

1st July 1997 Hong Kong returns to Chinese sovereignty
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Stats and Facts
	Demography
 * Population:	7,173,900	(end	2012)

 * Languages:	English,	Cantonese	Chinese

 * Ethnicity:	Chinese	93.6%,	Filipino	1.9%,	Indonesian	
1.9%,	other	2.6%	(2011	census)

 * Unemployment	Rate:	3.5%	(Apr	2013)

 * Literacy	rates:	93.5%	of	people	aged	15	years	and	older	
can	read	and	write	(2002)

 * GDP	per	capita:	HK$285,403	(US$36,760)	placing	it	in	
the	top	30	countries	in	the	world.	

 * Religion:	The	Hong	Kong	Government	Yearbook	
lists	1.5	million	Buddhists,	1	million	Taoists,	480,000	
Protestants,	353,000	Roman	Catholics,	220,000	
Muslims,	40,000	Hindus,	10,000	Sikhs,	and	other	
smaller	communities.	

Area
 * 1,104	km2	(426	sq.	mi)

 * Less	than	25%	is	developed	land

 * Population	Density:	6,498	per	km2	(16,840	per	sq.	
mile)

 * 3	primary	territories	–	Hong	Kong	Island,	Kowloon	
Peninsula,	New	Territories

 * Includes	263	islands	in	the	South	China	Sea

 * Bordered	to	the	north	by	Shenzhen,	Guangdong	
Province,	China

 * Macau	SAR	located	65	kilometres	(40	miles)	to	the	
west

Miscellaneous
 * Electricity	-	200/220V	AC	50Hz;	mostly	3-square	pin	

outlets	(same	as	UK)

 * Crime	-	it	is	generally	regarded	as	a	very	safe	city,	
even	at	night	and	for	women

 * For	a	list	of	the	primary	consulates	for	expats	and	
emergency	numbers,	see	Appendix	B.
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Public Holidays
There	are	17	public	holidays	in	Hong	Kong	encompassing	
traditional	holidays	in	both	the	Chinese	and	western	
calendars.	

 * January	1	–	New	Year’s	Day

 * First	three	days	of	first	month	of	Chinese	Calendar	
(usually	late	January	or	early	February)	–	Chinese	
New	Year

 * April	5	(April	4	in	leap	years)	–	Ching	Ming	Festival

 * Good	Friday	(usually	late	March	or	Early	April)

 * Holy	Saturday	(the	day	following	Good	Friday)

 * Easter	Monday	(two	days	following	Holy	Saturday)

 * May	1	–	Labour	Day

 * Eighth	day	of	the	fourth	month	of	the	Chinese	
Calendar	(usually	May)	–	Buddha’s	birthday

 * Fifth	day	of	the	fifth	month	of	the	Chinese	Calendar	
(usually	June)	–	Dragon	Boat	Festival

 * July	1	–	Hong	Kong	SAR	Establishment	Day

 * Sixteenth	day	of	the	eighth	month	of	the	Chinese	
Calendar	(usually	September)	–	Day	following	the	
Mid-Autumn	Festival

 * October	1	–	National	Day

 * Ninth	day	of	the	ninth	month	of	the	Chinese	
Calendar	(usually	October)	–	Chung	Yeung	Festival

 * December	25	–	Christmas	Day

 * December	26	–	Boxing	Day

The possibilities are endless*

We all have different dreams and aspirations and there are  
many ways to realise them. That’s why we chose our tagline.  

People need to follow different paths to achieve their  
individual financial objectives.

For financial planning that puts your goals first, get in touch today.

Call			+852	2815	5828
Email			enquiries@infinitysolutions.com					Visit			infinitysolutions.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING

Passenger ferries carry millions of people a year across Victoria Harbour 
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Storm clouds gather over Hong Kong

Weather and Climate
Hong	Kong	is	geographically	located	130	kilometres	(80	
miles)	below	the	Tropic	of	Cancer,	giving	the	city	a	humid,	
subtropical	climate	throughout	the	year.
Summer:	hot	and	humid,	rainy	season,	most	likely	time	of	
year	for	typhoons	(extreme	tropical	cyclones).
Winter:	mild	and	mostly	sunny,	occasional	cold	winds	in	
systems	from	the	north.
For	the	average	monthly	temperatures	in	Hong	Kong,	see	
the	graph	(Figure	1)	below.

Typhoons
One	weather	condition	new	expats	to	Hong	Kong	may	
not	be	familiar	with	is	typhoons.	These	are	severe	tropical	

cyclones	that	develop	in	the	Pacific	Ocean	and	are	
characterised	by	extreme	weather	conditions,	torrential	
rain	and	dangerously-high	speed	winds.	At	their	worst	
they	can	be	deadly	with	over	11,000	people	perishing	in	
the	Great	Typhoon	of	1937.	

Hong	Kong	has	an	early	warning	system	and	anything	
with	a	classification	of	8	or	above	means	hunkering	down	
and	staying	indoors	until	the	typhoon	has	passed.	The	
worst	storm	is	a	category	10,	commonly	known	locally	
as	a	‘direct	hit’	and	can	cause	widespread	damage	and	
deaths.	The	advice	is	always	to	remain	safely	indoors	until	
the	danger	has	passed.	

* Data from the Hong Kong Observatory from 1981-2010
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Double decker buses and trams are a legacy of the Hong Kong colonial past

Transportation
Many	expats,	like	the	majority	of	the	native	population,	rely	
on	the	vast	network	of	public	transportation	options	that	
are	available	in	Hong	Kong.		However,	some	prefer	to	own	
and	operate	private	cars,	especially	in	the	New	Territories	
and	other	areas	far	from	the	centre	of	the	city	where	public	
transportation	may	not	be	as	readily	available.

Public transportation
The	Octopus Card	is	Hong	Kong’s	smart	electronic	money	
payment	card	for	public	transportation	that	was	launched	
in	September	1997.	Much	like	London’s	Oyster	card	or	New	
York	 City’s	 MetroCard,	 the	 Octopus	 Card	 pays	 for	 travel	
on	 the	 city’s	 Mass	 Transit	 Railway	 (MTR),	 buses,	 ferries,	
minibuses,	and	trams.	Furthermore,	the	Octopus	Card	may	
be	 used	 to	 make	 payments	 in	 most	 convenience	 stores,	
supermarkets,	 fast-food	 restaurants	 and	 the	 like	 around	
Hong	Kong.

The	Mass	Transit	Railway	(MTR)	is	the	best	way	to	get	
around	the	city.		It	includes	an	extensive	system	of	
underground	subway	lines	that	connect	all	areas	of	
HKSAR	and	tramways	(electric	streetcars)	for	above-
ground	service	on	Hong	Kong	Island.	The	Airport	Express	
MTR	line	runs	directly	from	Central	to	Hong	Kong	
International	Airport	with	minimal	stops	in	a	trip	that	
lasts	only	24	minutes.	You	can	also	take	the	East	Rail	Line	
of	the	MTR	from	East	Tsim	Sha	Tsui	station	in	Kowloon	

to	Lo	Wu	station,	where	you	can	cross	the	border	into	
Mainland	China	and	continue	riding	on	the	Shenzhen	
Metro	into	Shenzhen	and	surrounding	cities.	See	the	map	
of	MTR	routes	in	Appendix	A.

Buses	in	Hong	Kong	are	supplied	by	five	major	private	
bus	companies.	They	run	regularly	throughout	the	city	
and	accept	Octopus	Cards	as	payment.	Public	light	buses	
hold	fewer	passengers	and	extend	into	regions	where	
standard	buses	cannot	operate	as	quickly	and	directly.

Ferries	are	 the	primary	method	of	reaching	Hong	Kong’s	
outlying	 islands	 and	 Macau.	 These	 islands	 are	 not	 as	
developed	 as	 downtown	 and	 therefore	 are	 popular	
destinations	 for	 locals	 and	 expats	 to	 enjoy	 day	 trips	 at	
the	 beach.	 Four	 private	 companies	 offer	 daily	 ferries	 to	
Macau,	leaving	from	ports	in	Sheung	Wan,	Tsim	Sha	Tsui,	
and	 Hong	 Kong	 International	 Airport.	 	 Ferry	 operation	 is	
subject	to	weather.

Taxis	in	Hong	Kong	are	organised	and	colour	coordinated	
based	 on	 the	 regions	 in	 which	 they	 operate.	 	 Red	 taxis	
service	Hong	Kong	Island	and	Kowloon	in	the	central	part	
of	the	city	and	are	the	most	expensive	and	most	abundant.	
Fares	for	red	taxis	start	at	HK$20	and	increase	by	HK$1.50	
per	200m.	A	taxi	from	the	airport	to	Central	costs	roughly	
HK$290	(US$37).	Green	taxis	operate	in	the	New	Territories	
starting	 at	 HK$16.50	 and	 increasing	 to	 HK$1.30	 every	
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200m.	 Blue	 taxis	 service	 Lantau	 Island	 and	 are	 the	 least	
expensive	and	least	abundant.	Fares	for	blue	taxis	start	at	
HK$15	and	increase	by	HK$1.30	per	200m.

Private Transportation
Private	 cars	 are	 most	 popular	 in	 less	 urban	 areas	 such	
as	 Lantau	 Island	 and	 the	 New	 Territories	 where	 there	
is	 more	 space	 for	 motorists.	 However,	 because	 public	
transportation	in	Hong	Kong	is	so	reliable	and	traffic	can	
be	a	nightmare,	only	about	380,000	private	vehicles	(one	
for	every	five	people)	are	registered	in	the	city.	Most	expats	
are	eligible	for	direct	issuance	of	a	Driving	License	if	they	
have	a	valid	license	from	their	home	country.

The	 roads	 in	 Hong	 Kong	 are	 oriented	 for	 driving	 on	 the	
left	side	of	the	road	even	though	roads	in	Mainland	China	
are	oriented	for	driving	on	the	right	side.	This	is	because	
the	modern	road	system	was	developed	during	the	British	
colonial	era.	
Driving	 in	 Hong	 Kong	 can	 be	 risky	 as	 traffic	 is	 a	 major	
problem	 and	 those	 who	 do	 drive	 do	 so	 aggressively.	 To	
avoid	 bad	 traffic	 at	 the	 Cross	 Harbour	 Tunnel,	 consider	
purchasing	an	Autotoll Detector.		

Hong	Kong	International	Airport	features	90	airlines	that	
operate	 to	 over	 150	 cities	 worldwide,	 making	 it	 the	 12th	
busiest	airport	in	the	world.	HKIA	offers	direct	daily	flights	
to	a	host	of	destinations	 in	Europe,	US,	Australia,	Middle	
East	and	Asia/Pacific.
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New Expats be aware

Many expats arrive at new postings believing 

that their existing life insurance arrangements 

will have them covered. However this is not 

always the case and tragically this has, on 

occasion, been discovered too late. It is vital new 

expats review their life cover.

Infinity specialise in providing international 

life insurance. For assistance in reviewing 

your requirements get in touch today

Call			+852	2815	5828

Email			enquiries@infinitysolutions.com					Visit			infinitysolutions.com

Visit	our	website	to	find	our	offices	across	Asia

LIFE INSURANCE

https://www.autotoll.com.hk/
http://infinitysolutions.com


Culture
Compared	to	other	major	Asian	cities,	expatriates	in	
Hong	Kong	experience	a	very	mild	culture	shock	due	
to	the	lasting	prevalence	of	British	influence.		However,	
life	can	be	hectic	as	the	population	density	in	the	city	is	
incredibly	high	and	as	such,	people	who	are	not	used	to	
large	cities	may	find	the	adjustment	more	difficult.	

English	is	an	official	language	in	the	SAR,	meaning	that	
nearly	everything	written	or	printed	has	an	English	
translation	alongside	it.	Also,	in	areas	of	the	city	where	
more	expats	live	and	work	the	majority	of	locals	speak	
English	somewhat	fluently.

Top social and business etiquette tips:

 * The concept of ‘face’ reflects a person’s reputation, dignity, and prestige. It is an integral 

part of life in Hong Kong and is therefore very important not to make someone lose face.

 * Social and professional hierarchy is very important.

 * Handshakes are commonly used when greeting westerners.

 * Personal relationships are a vital part of many businesses and many will take a long term 

view of the business relationship. 

 * If you are signing a contract, the signing date may be determined by an astrologer or a 

feng shui practitioner. 

 * Have one side of your business card translated into Chinese, with the Chinese characters 

printed in gold as it is an auspicious colour. 

 * Your business cards should be in pristine condition and include your job title as this helps 

business colleagues understand where you fit in your company’s hierarchy. 

 * When presenting or receiving a business card, credit card, or any sort of gift, use two hands 

instead of one.  This shows great respect and using only one hand is considered an insult.

 * Always stand on the left side of escalators unless overtaking on the right.

 * If you are invited to someone’s home, bring good quality sweets, fruit, flowers, or imported 

spirits to the hostess. However do not give red or white flowers and remember that gifts 

may be refused one or two times before they are accepted.  

 * When dining, wait for the host to tell you to start eating or for him to begin eating. 

 * Always refuse a second serving at least once if you don’t want to appear gluttonous. 

 * Leave some food in your bowl when you have finished eating and place your chopsticks in 

the chopstick rest or on the table. Do not place them across the top of your bowl. 

 * Tipping is not commonplace although some restaurants do add a service charge.
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Entertainment and Leisure
Although	Hong	Kong	is	a	bustling	city,	there	are	still	
several	places	to	escape	the	madness	and	relax	with	
family	and	friends.	Everything	from	amusement	parks	
and	beaches	to	festivals	and	an	active	nightlife	can	be	
found	within	HKSAR.

Sightseeing
Sightseers	in	Hong	Kong	will	not	be	disappointed	as	the	
city	boasts	an	abundance	of	manmade	attractions	as	well	
as	beautiful	mountain	peaks	and	stunning	islands	with	
sandy	beaches.

The	most	popular	sightseeing	locations	are	Victoria	
Peak	and	the	edge	of	Victoria	Harbour	at	Tsim	Sha	Tsui	
in	Kowloon.	To	get	to	Victoria	Peak,	take	a	tram	from	the	
lower	terminus	in	the	Central	district	to	the	top,	where	
the	panoramic	view	is	accompanied	by	a	large	shopping	
mall.		Every	night	at	8pm,	the	city’s	most	prominent	
buildings	perform	in	a	light	show	called	A	Symphony	of	
Lights,	which	is	best	viewed	from	the	edge	of	the	Harbour	

at	Tsim	Sha	Tsui.		While	you	are	there,	be	sure	to	walk	
down	Hong	Kong’s	Avenue	of	Stars	which	features	the	
names	of	famous	Hong	Kongers	engraved	in	the	sidewalk	
and	a	2.5m	bronze	statue	of	Bruce	Lee.

Hong	Kongers	frequently	unwind	by	taking	ferries	to	one	
of	the	many	outlying	islands	in	the	region	and	spending	
the	day	relaxing	at	the	beach	or	hiking.	Cheung	Chau	is	a	
popular	beach	destination	while	Lamma	Island	features	
many	kilometres	of	gentle	hiking	trails.	Both	islands	are	
accessible	by	ferries	that	leave	regularly	from	Central.

Lantau	Island	is	home	to	one	of	Hong	Kong’s	most	
famous	attractions	-	the	Tian	Tin	Buddha	statue,	“Big	
Buddha”,	located	at	the	Po	Lin	Monastery.		The	34m	statue	
sits	atop	a	mountain	and	can	reportedly	be	seen	from	
Macau	on	a	clear	day.	To	see	Big	Buddha,	take	the	MTR	to	
Tung	Chung	Station	then	either	hop	on	New	Lantao	Bus	
23	for	45	minutes	or	follow	the	signs	on	a	10-minute	walk.

A Feng Shui compass or Lo-Pan can have up to 40 rings of information for the skilled practitioner 
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Bruce Lee

Family Entertainment
Hong	Kong	is	home	to	one	of	three	Asian	Disneyland	
amusement	parks,	the	other	two	being	in	Tokyo	and	
Shanghai.		Disneyland	is	located	on	Lantau	Island	and	
features	Chinese	culture	and	traditions	that	differentiate	
it	from	other	parks.	It	is	accessible	from	its	own	line	of	the	
MTR	that	extends	from	Lantau	Island’s	Sunny	Bay	Station	
near	Hong	Kong	International	Airport.

Children	also	have	access	to	youth	sports	leagues,	
playgrounds	and	public	swimming	pools	throughout	the	
region.

Other	popular	destinations	for	families	include	
museums,	Ocean	Park	amusement	park	and	camping	in	
the	New	Territories.

Sport
There	are	dozens	of	amateur	sports	and	fitness	clubs	
in	Hong	Kong	available	to	expats.		South China Athletic 
Association	in	Causeway	Bay	offers	access	to	a	full	fitness	
centre	and	swimming	pool,	as	well	as	classes	in	over	a	

dozen	sports	ranging	from	various	types	of	martial	arts	
and	ball	sports	to	yoga,	dancing,	and	indoor	shooting.		
Shek Kip Mei Park Sports Centre	offers	similar	facilities	in	
Kowloon	but	also	includes	a	massive	climbing	wall	with	
eight	different	lanes	to	try	at	various	levels	of	difficulty.		
Click here for a full list of public athletic and recreational 
facilities throughout HKSAR.

Hong	Kong	also	has	a	host	of	outdoor	activities	and	
clubs	such	as	hiking	trails,	water	sports	centres,	and	golf	
courses.	Given	Hong	Kong’s	mountainous	geography,	the	
hiking	community	is	large,	with	trails	ranging	in	length	
from	6kms	around	Discovery	Bay	to	40kms	on	Lantau	
Peak.		Public	water sports centres	are	located	in	the	New	
Territories	and	Stanley	on	Hong	Kong	Island	and	offer	
windsurfing,	water-skiing	and	sailing.		Given	the	limited	
space	on	Hong	Kong	Island,	many	of	Hong	Kong’s	golf 
courses	are	located	in	the	New	Territories.	The	popular	
Kau Sai Chau	features	three	18-hole	courses.	It	is	open	
to	the	public	and	located	close	to	Sai	Kung.	A	number	of	
private	clubs	can	be	found	on	Lantau	Island.
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The	most	popular	gyms	in	Hong	Kong	are	Pure	Fitness,	
Fitness	First,	California	Fitness	and	Physical	Fitness.	Pure	
Fitness	and	Fitness	First	include	the	most	options	for	
fitness	classes,	facilities,	and	quality	equipment,	but	are	
situated	in	just	a	few	locations	on	Hong	Kong	Island	and	
Kowloon,	while	the	latter	two	gyms	also	have	locations	in	
the	New	Territories.

Horse	racing	has	been	an	integral	part	of	Hong	Kong’s	
culture	since	1841	and	is	now	operated	by	the	Hong Kong 
Jockey Club,	a	non-profit	organisation,	at	two	world-class	
tracks.		Lost	bets	at	Happy	Valley	on	Hong	Kong	Island	and	
Sha	Tin	in	the	New	Territories	combine	to	generate	over	
US$130	million	annually,	making	it	the	largest	taxpayer	
in	the	city.		Over	700	races	are	held	each	year,	primarily	on	
Wednesdays	and	Sundays,	from	September	to	mid-July.

HKSAR	is	home	to	one	of	rugby’s	premier	tournaments	
on	the	IRB	Sevens	World	Series,	the	Hong Kong Sevens	
tournament	held	annually	in	March.		Spectators	from	
around	the	globe	travel	to	Hong	Kong	to	support	their	
country’s	team	in	what	is	undoubtedly	the	biggest	three	
days	of	sport	on	Hong	Kong’s	calendar.

For	those	who	like	to	combine	culture	with	sport,	the	
Dragon	Boat	Carnival	is	a	must-see.	Held	every	June,	the	
traditional	races	draw	in	crowds	from	across	the	world	at	
the	sandy	cove	in	Stanley.		

Nightlife
The	primary	nightlife	centres	in	Hong	Kong	are	Lan	Kwai	
Fong	and	Wan	Chai.		Lan	Kwai	Fong	is	a	small	block	of	
streets	in	Central	and	is	very	popular	with	tourists	and	
expatriates	because	of	the	western	influence.		While	it	
can	be	hectic	on	busier	nights,	Lan	Kwai	Fong	is	a	great	
place	to	meet	and	mingle	with	other	new	expats.		Lan	
Kwai	Fong	is	also	home	to	Hong	Kong’s	annual	Beer	&	
Music	Fest	which	features	over	70	international	food	
and	beer	stands	and	20	live	bands	for	one	weekend	every	
June.		Wan	Chai	is	located	close	to	Central,	along	the	
western	end	of	Lockhart	Road,	and	was	once	considered	
to	be	primarily	a	red	light	district.

Shopping
There	are	many	different	shopping	districts	in	Hong	
Kong	depending	on	what	you	are	looking	for.		HKSAR	
has	everything	from	upscale,	high-end	shopping	to	
traditional	Eastern	street	markets	where	bartering	is	the	
name	of	the	game.

Hong	Kong	Island	is	home	to	the	majority	of	the	luxury	
shopping	districts	including	Causeway	Bay	and	Central.		
The	high	price	of	land	in	these	areas	leaves	room	for	
only	the	most	expensive	designer	brand	stores.	SoHo	
(south	of	Hollywood	Road)	is	home	to	many	upscale	and	
independent	boutiques.		If	you	are	looking	for	a	more	
laid-back	shopping	experience,	take	a	bus	outside	the	city	
centre	from	Central	to	Stanley	where	you	can	peruse	the	
stores	next	to	a	relaxing	stretch	of	the	coastline.

Kowloon	houses	many	of	HKSAR’s	traditional	street	
markets.		In	areas	such	as	Mong	Kok,	Sham	Shui	Po,	
and	Yau	Ma	Tei,	you	can	haggle	for	everything	from	
cheap	clothing	and	accessories	to	wedding	dresses	and	
kitchenware.	There	are	also	several	malls	here	including	
Festival	Walk	in	Kowloon	Tong	and	1881	Heritage	in	Tsim	
Sha	Tsui,	which	is	located	in	the	former	headquarters	of	
the	Hong	Kong	Maritime	Police.

There	are	fewer	shopping	options	in	the	less	densely	
populated	New	Territories	and	outlying	islands.		However,	
Lantau	Island	boasts	a	massive	outlet	mall	near	the	
airport	at	the	end	of	the	Tung	Chung	Line.

If	you	are	looking	for	furniture,	there	are	three	IKEA	
stores	located	in	each	region	of	HKSAR,	in	Causeway	Bay,	
Kowloon	Bay,	and	Sha	Tin	(New	Territories).		However,	you	
may	first	want	to	try	looking	for	used	furniture	on	the	
Environmental Protection Department’s Second-hand 
Exchange website.

There	are	several	supermarket	chains	located	throughout	
Hong	Kong	for	more	western-style	food	options,	such	as	
Taste	and	PARKnSHOP	which	also	offers	a	home	delivery	
service.	
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Schools
Many	expats	enrol	their	children	in	one	of	the	private	
international	schools	that	are	located	throughout	Hong	
Kong	Island,	Kowloon	Peninsula	and	the	New	Territories.		
Expats	largely	choose	international	schools	because	of	
their	tendency	to	teach	primarily	in	English	and	other	
European	languages,	as	well	as	the	high	quality	of	the	
education.		

However,	tuition	for	these	schools	can	be	incredibly	
expensive	and	the	waiting	lists	for	admission	may	
be	quite	long.		In	fact,	the	Education	Bureau	in	Hong	
Kong	has	acknowledged	that	demand	for	places	at	
international	primary	schools	will	exceed	supply	by	as	
many	as	4,200	places	and	it	is	taking	steps	to	increase	
the	number	of	international	schools	in	HKSAR.		

In	addition	to	independent	International	Schools,	the	
popular	English	Schools	Foundation	(ESF)	is	a	collection	
of	schools	offering	instruction	in	the	English	language	

that	was	founded	by	the	Hong	Kong	Government	in	
1967.		The	ESF	is	comprised	of	five	secondary	schools,	nine	
primary	schools	and	a	school	for	students	with	special	
educational	needs	as	well	as	two	‘all-through’	private	
independent	schools	in	locations	all	across	Hong	Kong.	

Beginning	in	2012,	21	primary	and	10	secondary	public	
schools	received	grants	to	launch	supplemental	
programmes	for	non-Chinese	Speaking	Children	
to	support	them	in	learning	the	language	and	
implementing	them	in	the	standard	Chinese	Language	
curriculum.	Before	enrolling	your	children	in	a	public	
school	in	Hong	Kong	however,	make	sure	there	are	
programmes	to	support	English	speakers	and	help	them	
acclimatise	to	the	local	culture.

For	a	list	of	the	top	10	international	schools	in	Hong	Kong,	
see	Appendix	C.
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Expatriate Community
There	are	plenty	of	resources	available	for	new	expats	
moving	to	Hong	Kong.		NecesCity	for	men	and	Sassy	Hong	
Kong	for	women	are	two	guide	organisations	that	help	
expats	adapt	to	life	in	HKSAR.		There	are	also	a	number	
of	clubs	to	join	as	well	as	Chambers	of	Commerce	
for	countries	with	large	populations	of	expats	which	
frequently	organise	popular	events	in	a	professional	
setting.	Visit	the	website	for	your	home	country	here:	
Australia,	United Kingdom,	Canada,	United States	and	
South Africa.

Meet-ups
If	you	are	looking	for	fun	activities	to	meet	up	with	other	
expats,	try	the	Hong	Kong	website	Meetup.com.	This	is	
an	excellent	resource	that	includes	posts	from	many	
clubs	and	organisations	from	around	HKSAR	organising	
everything	from	trail	running	to	book	clubs.	This	can	help	
you	get	plugged	in	to	a	club	long-term	or	enable	you	to	
meet	companions	for	an	afternoon	with	no	commitment	
to	group	memberships.

For	those	interested	in	sport,	Meetup	is	a	great	way	to	
get	involved	in	activities	with	other	expats.	Water	sports	
and	hiking	clubs	are	the	most	popular	for	expats	in	Hong	
Kong	however	there	are	also	listings	for	various	Dragon	
Boat	teams	as	well	as	sailing	and	surfing	around	the	
region.		Hong	Kong	expats	frequently	escape	the	city	on	
a	vast	network	of	hiking	trails	that	cover	every	level	of	
difficulty.

If	you	are	looking	to	have	fun	and	meet	new	people	
without	breaking	a	sweat,	Meetup	also	has	several	
groups	for	you.	The	Hong Kong Expats	group	is	a	great	
way	to	socialise	through	free	parties	at	major	clubs,	
Cantonese	language	classes,	cultural	immersion	trips,	
and	much	more.

Other	organisations	that	might	interest	expats	are	the	
Hong Kong Art Group,	whose	events	bring	together	
working	artists	with	enthusiasts	and	curators	and	Hong 
Kong Business Owners	for	local	entrepreneurs	to	work	
together	to	expand	their	businesses.
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Visas – General Employment Policy (GEP)
There	are	three	major	types	of	employment	visas	in	Hong	
Kong:	 the	GEP	(which	most	expats	qualify	for),	 the	 IANG,	
and	 the	 ASMTP.	 	This	 article	 will	 cover	 what	 you	 need	 to	
know	for	the	GEP.

If	you	did	not	graduate	from	a	Hong	Kong	university	and	
you	 are	 not	 a	 resident	 of	 Mainland	 China,	 you	 will	 be	
applying	for	a	visa	under	the	General	Employment	Policy	
(GEP).		For	more	details,	see	below.

If	 you	 graduated	 from	 a	 Hong	 Kong	 university,	 you	 will	
apply	 for	 the	 Immigration	 Arrangements	 for	 Non-local	
Graduates	 (IANG).	 	 If	 you	 do	 not	 qualify	 for	 IANG	 but	
are	 a	 current	 resident	 of	 Mainland	 China,	 you	 will	 apply	
for	 the	 Admission	 Scheme	 for	 Mainland	 Talents	 and	
Professionals	 (ASMTP).	 	 More information on IANG and 
ASMTP applications.	

Eligibility
Applicants	 who	 do	 not	 meet	 the	 qualifications	 for	 IANG	
or	ASMTP	should	apply	for	a	visa	under	the	GEP.		Also,	you	
may	apply	for	a	visa	under	the	GEP	if	you	hold	a	Chinese	
(PRC)	passport	but	reside	abroad	(not	in	mainland	China,	
HKSAR,	or	Macao	SAR)	permanently	or	have	resided	abroad	

for	 at	 least	 one	 year	 immediately	 before	 submitting	 the	
application.		

GEP	visas	are	relatively	easy	to	obtain	as	long	as	you	do	not	
have	a	criminal	history	and	have	a	job	offer	or	are	qualified	
for	a	job	that	is	available	in	Hong	Kong.

Application
The	application	form	that	you	need	to	fill	out	for	the	visa	
under	the	GEP	is	ID	990A	while	the	form	for	the	employer	
(if	 applicable)	 is	 ID	 990B.	 	 All	 application	 forms	 and	
supplemental	documentation	must	be	written	in	English	
or	 Chinese	 or	 have	 a	 certified	 translation	 attached.	 	The	
download	links	for	both	forms	are	below:

 * ID 990A (applicant) form 

 * ID 990B (employer) form 

In	addition	to	the	application,	you	will	also	need	to	submit	
the	following:

 * A	passport-sized	photograph	of	you	taken	recently	
(affixed	to	ID	990A,	page	2)

 * A	photocopy	of	the	photo	pages	of	your	passport	

 * A	photocopy	proving	your	academic	qualifications	
and	relevant	work	experience
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Once	you	have	completed	the	application	and	supplied	all	
of	the	supplementary	documents,	send	it	to	the	following	
address	to	be	processed:
Receipt and Despatch Unit 
Hong Kong Immigration Department 
2/F, Immigration Tower, 7 Gloucester Road 
Wan Chai, Hong Kong

Additional steps for applying with 
dependants
If	 you	 are	 moving	 to	 Hong	 Kong	 with	 your	 family	 (eg	
spouse	 and	 unmarried	 dependent	 children	 under	 the	
age	of	18),	each	dependant	must	fill	out	Part	B	of	your	ID	
990A	 form.	 If	 you	 need	 additional	 space	 for	 more	 than	
two	 dependants,	 fill	 out	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 information	 on	
photocopies	of	the	pages	needed	and	attach	them	to	the	
back	 of	 your	 application.	 	 In	 addition	 to	 the	 application,	
you	will	also	need	to	submit	the	following:

 * A	passport-sized	photograph	of	the	dependant	taken	
recently	(affixed	to	ID	990A,	page	2	and	additional	
photocopies	of	page	2	if	needed	for	more	than	two	
dependants)

 * A	photocopy	of	the	dependant’s	passport	photo	
pages

 * A	photocopy	proving	your	relationship	with	the	
dependant	(eg	marriage	certificate,	birth	certificates,	
census	record	book,	family	photographs	and	family	
letters	with	envelopes)

 * A	photocopy	proving	your	ability	to	financially	
support	the	dependant	(eg	bank	statement)

Processing
The	Immigration	Department	usually	 takes	4	to	6	weeks	
to	 process	 applications,	 which	 are	 usually	 valid	 for	 one	
year.	You	must	reapply	for	a	visa	if	your	employer	changes	
or	 you	 wish	 to	 extend	 the	 duration	 of	 your	 stay.	 If	 you	
wish	to	extend	your	visa,	reapply	at	 least	4	weeks	before	
your	 current	 visa	 expires.	 	 Present	 your	 approved	 visa	 at	
customs	upon	arrival	in	Hong	Kong.
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Banking
Choosing a bank
If	you	are	interested	in	opening	a	bank	account	in	
Hong	Kong,	there	are	many	options	for	local	as	well	as	
international	banks.

Branches	of	certain	international	banks	like	HSBC,	
Standard	Chartered	and	Citibank	are	located	all	over	the	
city.		If	you	already	have	an	account	with	one	of	these	
banks,	you	should	not	have	any	problems	that	would	
require	you	switching	to	a	local	bank.		HSBC	also	offers	
an	exclusive	service	called	HSBC	Expat	to	help	your	
transition	to	living	in	the	new	city.

However,	if	you	would	like	to	open	an	account	with	a	local	
bank,	Bank	of	China	and	Hang	Seng	Bank	are	the	two	
most	prominent	in	Hong	Kong.

For	a	list	of	the	addresses	of	the	regional	headquarters	of	
Hong	Kong’s	major	banks,	see	Appendix	D.

Opening an account
Opening	an	account	is	very	simple	in	Hong	Kong	and	
requires	only	a	few	documents:

 * Passport	or	Hong	Kong	Identity	Card

 * Proof	of	residency	(eg	recent	utility	bill	or	rental	lease)

 * A	certified	copy	of	your	most	recent	bank	statement
All	branches	have	English-speaking	employees,	however	
for	best	communication	it	might	be	necessary	to	visit	
branches	in	areas	of	the	city	where	more	expats	live	and	
work,	such	as	Central.		Online	banking	is	available	for	all	
banks.

Credit cards and other options
Applying	for	credit	cards	in	Hong	Kong	is	straightforward	
at	any	of	the	major	banks	and	they	all	offer	a	wide	variety	
of	rewards.

A	popular	alternative	for	credit	cards	is	the	Octopus	card	
which	allows	access	onto	public	transport	as	well	as	
being	an	accepted	form	of	payment	in	many	restaurants,	
convenience	stores	and	vending	machines.
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Cost of Living
The	cost	of	living	in	Hong	Kong	is	rather	expensive	due	to	
the	fact	that	over	7	million	people	share	the	limited	space	
in	the	region	and	nearly	all	goods	are	imported.	The	2013	
Mercer’s	Cost	of	Living	Survey	placed	Hong	Kong	as	the	
6th	most	expensive	city	for	expats.	

However,	tax	rates	in	the	SAR	are	extremely	low	for	
individuals	and	businesses	alike,	giving	Hong	Kong	the	
distinction	of	having	the	“Freest	Economy	in	the	World”	
for	19	consecutive	years	according	to	the	2013	Index	of	
Economic	Freedom.

Daily Expenses
Groceries	in	Hong	Kong	are	rather	expensive	as	nearly	
all	food	items	must	be	imported	to	the	SAR.		However,	by	
shopping	at	local	grocery	stores	rather	than	westernised	
supermarkets,	you	may	find	that	prices	for	groceries	are	
substantially	lower	than	those	listed.	Average	prices	for	
common	food	items	at	westernised	grocery	stores	are	as	
follows:	
1	loaf	of	bread	(HK$14.50,	US$1.86)	
1	litre	of	milk	(HK$20.00,	US$2.58)	
A	dozen	eggs	(HK$76.00,	US$9.74)	
1kg	of	beef	(HK$250.00,	US$32.05)
4	servings	(400g)	of	fresh	fish	(HK$160.00,	US$20.51)

Prices	for	drinks	vary	in	cost	depending	on	which	bars	
you	choose.	At	more	expensive	bars	like	those	in	Lan	Kwai	
Fong	which	attracts	a	large	expat	population,	beers	may	
start	at	HK$50	and	liquor	drinks	at	over	HK$70.	However,	
at	more	local	bars	or	at	pubs	in	the	New	Territories,	pints	
of	beer	may	be	closer	to	HK$20	and	liquor	drinks	are	
similarly	low.

Many	locals	and	expats	alike	choose	to	eat	out	regularly.		
For	every	600	people	in	Hong	Kong	there	is	one	
restaurant,	which	drives	the	average	price	of	restaurant	
food	down	substantially.		Meals	can	cost	as	little	as	
HK$25	in	local	restaurants	but	prices	rise	significantly	
in	the	city’s	many	swanky	restaurants.	Four	Hong	Kong	
restaurants	have	been	given	highly	prestigious	3-star	
ratings	by	the	Michelin	Guide.

According	to	an	April	2013	study	by	Bloomberg,	the	
average	price	per	gallon	of	petrol	in	Hong	Kong	costs	
HK$63.69	(US$8.21)	which	is	72%	higher	than	in	mainland	
China.		However	of	the	60	countries	studied,	Hong	
Kongers	spent	the	second	least	percentage	of	their	
annual	income	on	petrol,	given	that	incomes	across	the	
SAR	are	relatively	high	and	that	most	people	rely	on	the	
public	transportation	system	rather	than	owning	a	car.

The	cost	of	raising	children	in	Hong	Kong	can	
substantially	increase	the	cost	of	living.		Not	only	does	
the	need	for	extra	housing	cut	deeply	into	your	salary,	
education	at	one	of	Hong	Kong’s	many	international	
schools	can	cost	over	HK$200,000	(US$26,000)	per	year.		
For	more	information	on	the	prices	of	international	
schools,	see	Appendix	C.
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Housing
Housing	is	expensive	as	land	is	sparse	in	Hong	Kong.		The	
price	 per	 square-foot	 costs	 US$4,570-$5,050,	 making	 it	
the	second	most	expensive	housing	market	in	the	world	
behind	only	Monaco	according	to	The	Wealth	Report	2013	
by	Knight	Frank.		

The	majority	of	expats	live	on	Hong	Kong	Island,	although	
more	 are	 expanding	 into	 Kowloon,	 the	 New	 Territories,	
and	Lantau	Island	thanks	to	recent	additions	to	the	MTR,	
shortening	commute	times.

Older	apartments	are	available	at	reasonable	cost	but	are	
very	small	and	are	generally	located	in	areas	of	town	with	
few	 expat	 neighbours.	 Because	 housing	 is	 so	 expensive,	
you	may	able	to	negotiate	a	housing	allowance	with	your	
employer.

For	real	estate	help	all	over	HKSAR,	try	SquareFoot.hk.com,	
Hong Kong Homes,	Knight Frank,	or	Sotheby’s.

Where to live
Hong Kong Island
Most	 expats	 choose	 to	 live	 on	 Hong	 Kong	 Island	 to	 stay	
close	to	Central	and	Lan	Kwai	Fong,	Hong	Kong’s	business	
centre	 and	 nightlife	 centre.	 The	 densely	 populated	 Mid-
Levels	is	popular	with	expats	and	while	apartments	here	
are	small	and	expensive,	they	offer	great	views	and	a	quick	
commute.		Monthly	rent	for	one-bedroom	apartments	in	
the	 Mid-Levels	 can	 range	 from	 HK$12,000	 (US$1,500)	 for	
a	meagre	500	square	feet	to	HK$45,000	(US$5,800)	for	a	
larger,	more	liveable	space.

Real	estate	on	Victoria	Peak	is	the	most	expensive	in	Hong	
Kong	 with	 good	 reason.	 Residents	 of	 these	 houses	 and	
apartments	 enjoy	 the	 best	 view	 of	 the	 city	 and	 a	 short	
commute	 to	 Central	 via	 public	 buses,	 the	 Peak	 Tram,	 or	
private	car.

Away	 from	 the	 city	 on	 the	 southern	 side	 of	 Hong	 Kong	
Island	 rest	 a	 few	 smaller	 towns	 where	 expats	 enjoy	 a	
quieter	lifestyle	and	sandy	beaches.		Real	estate	in	Repulse	
Bay,	Stanley,	and	Shek-O	feature	large	price	tags	and	a	long	

commute	as	MTR	lines	to	these	parts	of	the	Island	are	still	
being	planned.

Kowloon
Many	of	the	buildings	in	Kowloon	are	low-rise	apartments	
because	 the	 airport	 used	 to	 be	 located	 in	 this	 region.	
Recently,	 more	 high-rises	 have	 been	 built	 and	 more	 are	
under	 development.	 Many	 locals	 live	 in	 Kowloon	 as	 the	
government	 offers	 housing	 in	 the	 market	 districts	 like	
Mong	 Kok,	 which	 the	 Guinness	 Book	 of	 World	 Records	
claims	is	the	busiest	district	in	the	world.	Kowloon	Tong	is	
located	at	the	southern	base	of	the	mountain	ridge	that	
makes	up	the	border	of	Kowloon	with	the	New	Territories.	
It	 features	 more	 luxurious	 real	 estate	 and	 a	 number	 of	
international	schools,	which	attract	many	expats.

New Territories
The	 development	 of	 the	 East	 Rail	 Line	 of	 the	 MTR	 has	
opened	up	Sha	Tin	and	Tai	Po	 for	expats	who	would	 like	
to	 commute	 to	 Kowloon	 and	 Hong	 Kong	 but	 reside	 well	
outside	the	city.	 	The	New	Territories	is	very	popular	with	
locals	 and	 the	 closer	 you	 get	 to	 the	 northern	 border	
with	Mainland	China,	 the	smaller	the	impact	of	western	
culture.	 	Expats	choose	Sha	Tin	and	Tai	Po	for	housing	at	
lower	costs,	immersion	into	the	local	culture	and	a	more	
rural	landscape.

Contrasting	 the	 central	 New	Territories	 is	Tsing	Yi	 which	
sits	in	the	western	part	of	the	region	near	Lantau	Island.		
Tsing	Yi	is	home	to	luxurious	real	estate	in	close	proximity	
to	 both	 Hong	 Kong	 Island	 and	 Hong	 Kong	 International	
Airport.

Lantau Island
Expats	on	Lantau	are	primarily	situated	in	lavish	Discovery 
Bay	or	Tung	Chung.	Discovery	Bay	is	home	to	a	number	of	
country	clubs,	a	marina,	a	private	beach	and	a	golf	course.	
Residents	who	commute	into	the	city	from	Discovery	Bay	
mainly	travel	by	high-speed	ferry.		

Tung	Chung	is	located	minutes	away	from	the	airport,	but	
appeals	to	outdoorsy	expats	who	enjoy	the	mountainous	

Lantau	landscape	in	a	new	development.		
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Utilities
The	monthly	cost	 for	electricity,	water	and	other	utilities	
for	a	small	apartment	is	usually	around	HK$1,000	(US$128).		

The	 two	 primary	 providers	 for	 electricity	 in	 Hong	 Kong	
are	Hongkong	Electric	Company	and	China	Light	&	Power	
(CLP).	 	 Hongkong	 Electric	 Company	 services	 Hong	 Kong	
Island,	 Ap	 Lei	 Chau	 Island	 and	 Lamma	 Island,	 while	 CLP	
services	 Kowloon,	 the	 New	Territories,	 Lantau	 Island	 and	
Cheung	Chau	Island.		Both	providers	generally	only	require	
an	online	application	form.

Water	in	HKSAR	is	provided	by	the	government-operated	
Water	Supplies	Department.	To	apply	for	water	supply,	you	
may	fill	out	an	online	form	or	submit	a	hardcopy	form	at	

one	 of	 the	 five	 Customer	 Enquiry	 Centres	 (CEC)	 located	
throughout	Hong	Kong.

The	 primary	 internet	 provider	 in	 Hong	 Kong	 is	 PCCW,	
whose	network	reaches	97%	of	all	households	 in	HKSAR,	
although	 several	 others	 exist	 on	 a	 significantly	 smaller	
scale.	 	 Under	 a	 PCCW	 plan,	 you	 also	 gain	 access	 to	 over	
10,000	 Wi-Fi	 hotspots	 throughout	 the	 city.	 You	 can	 fill	
out	a	brief	online	application	form	to	begin	your	internet	
service	with	PCCW.

If	 you	 are	 renting	 in	 Hong	 Kong,	 be	 sure	 to	 ask	 your	
landlord	 about	 utilities	 providers	 that	 may	 already	 be	
connected	in	your	building.	 Internet	access	costs	around	
HK$195	(US$25)	per	month.
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Healthcare
Public	healthcare	is	free	for	citizens	and	expats	with	a	
Hong	Kong	Identity	Card.		Without	an	ID	card,	you	may	
face	costs	similar	to	that	of	a	private	healthcare	service.	
In	fact,	the	Hospital	Authority	encourages	those	who	are	
able	to	afford	private	insurance	to	do	so	to	reduce	the	
waiting	times	for	public	care.

Most	expats	choose	private	healthcare	plans	because	
they	are	reasonably	priced,	waiting	times	are	short	and	
service	at	the	12	UK-accredited	hospitals	across	Hong	
Kong	is	very	good.		Also,	those	with	private	plans	may	
choose	their	doctors.	Private	hospitals	and	GPs	are	often	
expats	themselves,	moving	to	Hong	Kong	after	being	
educated	in	the	UK	and	US.		For	a	complete	list	of	private	
hospitals	most	commonly	used	by	expats	in	Hong	Kong,	
see	Appendix	E.

If	you	choose	private	healthcare,	there	are	many	options	
for	General	Practitioners	(GPs)	and	hospitals.	One	popular	
GP	option	is	DoctorsDirect,	which	offers	in-home	doctor	

visits	for	routine	medical	care.		Some	private	practices	
that	are	popular	with	expats	are	International Doctors 
Limited,	The London Medical Clinic,	Raffles Medical 
Group,	and	Doctors Owens, Trodd & Partners (OT&P).		

Search for Hong Kong doctors by name, specialty, or 
region

Air	pollution	is	a	primary	health	concern	in	Hong	Kong	
and	can	particularly	affect	those	with	asthma	or	chronic	
respiratory	diseases,	as	well	as	children,	the	elderly	or	
those	with	poor	immune	systems.	

Our	consultants	at	Infinity	can	find	you	the	best	
healthcare	packages	to	fit	the	exact	needs	of	you	and	
your	loved	ones.	Hong	Kong’s	best	providers	that	we	
recommend	include	Generali,	AXA,	and	William Russell.	
For	more	information	about	these	providers	and	help	
selecting	an	individually-tailored	healthcare	plan,	contact	
us	today.
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Life is unpredictable

One day you are sailing along and then 

suddenly the cruel hand of fate intervenes.

This is never more worrying than when it 

concerns the health of you or your family.

High quality medical care is costly in Hong 

Kong so make sure you and your family are 

adequately covered. 

Contact Infinity today

Call			+852	2815	5828

Email			enquiries@infinitysolutions.com					Visit			infinitysolutions.com

Visit	our	website	to	find	our	offices	across	Asia

HEALTH INSURANCE
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Insurance
There	are	dozens	of	types	of	insurance	coverage	plans	
to	choose	from	as	an	expat	in	Hong	Kong.		Infinity	offers	
solutions	for	international	and	local	medical	health	
insurance,	life	and	critical	illness	insurance,	accident	and	
disability	insurance,	income	protection	and	personal	
indemnity	insurance.		We	can	also	help	to	insure	your	
home,	car	and	boat	among	other	valuables.

Infinity	offers	corporate	benefits	plans,	meaning	that	
you	may	be	able	to	receive	insurance	coverage	from	
your	employer.	This	move	would	eliminate	complexity	
for	you	and	boost	employee	retention	for	the	company,	
producing	mutual	benefits	for	both	sides	of	the	
discussion.

Infinity	can	help	select	the	best	plan	for	you	from	more	
than	260	providers	that	we	work	with.		However	as	an	
independent	financial	services	company,	we	are	not	tied	
to	any	of	those	companies	so	we	guarantee	the	best	
deals	based	on	the	goals	and	needs	of	you	and	your	
dependents.

Taxes
Hong	Kong	taxes	are	some	of	the	lowest	in	the	world,	
featuring	an	income	tax	between	only	2	and	17%.		In	
addition	there	is	no	sales	tax,	inheritance	tax,	value	
added	tax,	capital	gains	tax	or	income	tax	on	foreign	
investments.	The	lack	of	capital	gains	tax	encourages	
many	expats	to	invest	in	non-inventory	assets	such	as	
stocks,	bonds,	and	properties.

If	you	plan	on	earning	income	in	your	home	country	
while	you	live	in	Hong	Kong	(eg	you	are	renting	out	your	
home),	you	might	have	to	pay	taxes	in	your	home	country	
as	well	as	in	Hong	Kong.	But	depending	on	where	you	
earn	that	supplementary	income,	you	may	qualify	for	a	
double	taxation	agreement	in	which	you	are	not	liable	to	
pay	taxes	in	both	countries.	Be	sure	to	research	whether	
or	not	you	will	need	to	pay	taxes	abroad.

Investments
Some	standard	savings	plans	will	earn	minimal	returns	
after	inflation	is	factored	in.		For	those	expats	with	the	
available	resources,	the	way	to	earn	the	most	substantial	
returns	is	through	smart	investments.

Due	to	the	open	nature	of	the	Hong	Kong	economy	and	
minimal	tax	rates,	expats	in	Hong	Kong	enjoy	some	
of	the	greatest	investment	advantages	in	the	world.	
In	Hong	Kong,	income	earned	on	foreign	investments	
and	dividends	from	investments	are	both	tax-free.	Also,	
for	investments	and	life	assurance	written	in	trust,	the	
benefits	will	be	paid	directly	to	the	beneficiary	without	
taxation,	streamlining	the	probate	process.

Infinity	and	our	wealth	management	partner	Bestinvest	
offer	a	vast	number	of	investment	options,	each	one	
hand-selected	for	you	based	specifically	on	your	needs	
and	goals.		Infinity	operates	as	an	independent	financial	
advisor,	meaning	that	we	are	not	financially	tied	to	any	
providers.	Our	services	are	client	driven	and	therefore	we	
guarantee	you	the	highest	quality	financial	advice	based	
on	your	individual	situation.

Our	close,	long-term	relationships	with	clients	will	
work	for	you	even	if	you	are	only	in	Hong	Kong	for	a	
few	years.		Offshore	investments	through	Infinity	are	
portable,	meaning	that	you	can	access	your	investments	
online	from	any	country	in	the	world,	or	meet	with	our	
consultants	in	five	countries	across	Asia.
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Founded	 in	 1986,	
Bestinvest	 has	 grown	 to	
become	a	leading	private	
client	investment	adviser,	
looking	 after	 over	 US$7.5	
billion	of	assets	for	more	
than	 50,000	 clients.	
They	 offer	 a	 range	 of	
investment	services	all	of	
which	 are	 underpinned	
by	 rigorous	 research	
aimed	 at	 identifying	
those	fund	managers	we	
believe	 will	 deliver	 long-
term	outperformance.

Bestinvest	 has	 won	
numerous	 awards	
including	and	was	named	
the	 Investors	 Chronicle/
Financial	 Times,	 ‘Wealth	
Manager	of	the	Year	2013’	
repeating	 the	 success	
they	achieved	in	2011.	

Wealth Manager of the Year
Grow	your	money	with	the	best

When	it	comes	to	savings	and	investments,	most	

people	want	consistent	inflation-beating	returns.		

Bestinvest	have	a	proven	pedigree	of	outperforming	

industry	benchmarks	and	that’s	why	we	exclusively	

partnered	with	them	in	Asia.	

It’s	not	just	us	saying	that.	They	are	the	current	

Investors	Chronicle/Financial	Times	‘Wealth	

Manager	of	the	Year’.	

For award winning investment 

management get in touch today.

Call			+852	2815	5828
Email	enquiries@infinitysolutions.com					Visit	infinitysolutions.com

Visit	our	website	to	find	our	offices	across	Asia

Award Winning Investment 
Management in Asia

enquiries@infinitysolutions.com
infinitysolutions.com


Appendix
Appendix A:
Map of the Mass Transit Railway (MTR)

Appendix B:
List of Primary Consulates for Expats and Emergency 
Numbers:

Australian Consulate
23/F,	Harbour	Centre
25	Harbour	Road
Wan	Chai,	Hong	Kong
(+852)	2827	8881

Canadian Consulate
11-14/F,	Tower	One,	Exchange	Square
8	Connaught	Place
Central,	Hong	Kong
(+852)	2867	7348

South African Consulate
2706-10	Great	Eagle	Centre
23	Harbour	Road
Wan	Chai,	Hong	Kong
(+852)	2577	3279

United Kingdom Consulate
No	1	Supreme	Court	Road
PO	Box	582
Central,	Hong	Kong
(+852)	2901	3000

United States Consulate
26	Garden	Road
Central,	Hong	Kong
(+852)	2523	9011

For information on other consulates in Hong Kong, click 
here.

Emergency Numbers
Police,	ambulance,	fire	department:	999
Department	of	Health:	(+852)	2961	8989
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Appendix C:
Most Popular International Schools for Expats:

There	are	dozens	of	international	primary	and	secondary	schools	in	HKSAR,	the	ones	listed	below	are	considered	the	top	
10	international	schools	in	Hong	Kong	according	to	China	Service	Mall,	an	organisation	that	provides	foreigners	with	
service	information	and	ranks	educational	institutions.

Appendix D:

Regional Headquarters of Most Popular Local Banks
The	addresses	and	Cantonese	translations	of	the	primary	
Hong	Kong	headquarters	of	the	city’s	major	banks	are	as	
follows:

HSBC Main Building
1	Queen’s	Road	Central
Central,	Hong	Kong
汇丰总行大厦
中环皇后大道中一号
香港中环

Standard Chartered Bank Building
4	Des	Voeux	Road
Central,	Hong	Kong
渣打银行大厦
中环德辅道4号
香港中环

Citibank Plaza
3	Garden	Rd
Central,	Hong	Kong
花旗银行广场
花园路3号
香港中环

Bank of China Tower
1	Garden	Road
Central,	Hong	Kong
中国银行大厦
花园道1号
香港中环

Hang Seng Bank Head Office
83	Des	Voeux	Road,
Central,	Hong	Kong
恒生银行总行
德辅道中83号
香港中环

Name of School Location Number of Yearly Fees (HK$)
	 	 Students

Hong Kong International School Tai Tam, HKI 2,640 178,200-202,200

Canadian International School Aberdeen, HKI 1,845 115,000-145,000

Concordia International School Kowloon Tong, Kowloon 100 101,500

Australian International School Kowloon Tong, Kowloon 1220 92,000-112,000

American International School Kowloon Tong, Kowloon 594 83,300-103,300

Yew Chung International School Kowloon Tong, Kowloon 847 122,640

Korean International School (English) Sai Wan Ho, HKI 480 77,500-84,500

International Christian School Shek Mun, NT 1186 95,200-129,300

German Swiss International School (English) The Peak, HKI 857 102,100-130,150

French International School Happy Valley, HKI 590 78,343-126-207
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Appendix E:
Most Popular Private Hospitals for Expats:

St Paul’s Hospital	
2	Eastern	Hospital	Road
Causeway	Bay,	Hong	Kong	Island	
(+852)	2890	6008

Hong Kong Adventist Hospital	
40	Stubbs	Road,	
Happy	Valley,	Hong	Kong	Island	
(+852)	2574	6211	

Hong Kong Sanatorium & Hospital, Limited	
2	Village	Road
Happy	Valley,	Hong	Kong	Island	
(+852)	2572	0211

Canossa Hospital (Caritas)	
1	Old	Peak	Road
Mid-levels,	Hong	Kong	Island	
(+852)	2522	2181

Matilda International Hospital	
41	Mount	Kellett	Road	
The	Peak,	Hong	Kong	Island	
(+852)	2849	0111	

Evangel Hospital	
222	Argyle	Street
Kowloon	City,	Kowloon	
(+852)	2711	5221

Hong Kong Baptist Hospital	
223	Waterloo	Road
Kowloon	Tong,	Kowloon	
(+852)	2339	8888

Precious Blood Hospital (Caritas)	
113	Castle	Peak	Road
Sham	Shui	Po,	Kowloon	
(+852)	2386	4281

St Teresa’s Hospital	
327	Prince	Edward	Road	W
Kowloon	City,	Kowloon	
(+852)	2200	3434	

Shatin International Medical Centre Union Hospital	
18	Fu	Kin	Street
Tai	Wai,	Sha	Tin,	New	Territories		
(+852)	2608	3388	

Tsuen Wan Adventist Hospital	
199	Tsuen	King	Circuit	
Tsuen	Wan,	New	Territories		
(+852)	2276	7622
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http://www.hkah.org.hk
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